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Simplifying Humqn Services Progroms
Administrctive simplificotion hos the potentiol to dromoticolly improve efficiency ond effecliveness. lt is o criTicol

componeni to creoTing q more susloinoble humon services system.

MACSSA recommends:

r Supporting the recommendqtions of the DHS Progrom Uniformity ond Simplificotion work group lo
simplify income ond reporting requirements for economic ossistonce progrûm recipienls.
Simplificotion, uniformily ond olignment of eligibility processes for income mointenqnce progroms will
enoble counties lo provide betler service to clients, improve odministrotive operotions ond ollow for
more cost effective modernizotion of humon services technology systems.

: County Representolion on the MNsure Board of Directo¡'s. Public heqlth core consumers ond counties
ossisting them hove experienced numerous chollenges in securing Medicol Assislonce through MNsure.
Given the fcct thct counties ci"e provicling eligibilit.i ond enrciirnent operctionci supporl for The icr'ge
moiority of MNsure enrollees, it is imporioni thoi couniies hove o formol role in MNsure governonce to
ensure oll ospects of MNsure operotions ore considered when setting priorities ond moking decisions.

; Aligning stqle low wilh the federol requiremenls for expedited issucnce of Supplementol Nutrilion
Assistonce Progrom (SNAP) benefits. Currently, stole low hos timelines ihoi ore different from the
federol requirements for issuonce of benefits

r Supporting doto exchonge ocross medicql, welfore, public heollh, corrections, low enforcemenl qnd

educqtion systems lo improve coordinotion of core ond integroted core delivery systems. Current low
creotes unnecessory borriers for shoring of informotion between ogencies within the some counly
which inhibits effective coordinotion of core.

r Clorifying the stotutory definition of "threotened sexuol obuse," for purposes of ossessing child sofety
ond initioting court qction. Current low opplies to porents who ore known to hove no contoct wilh the
child, mondotes q rigorous response ihol moy not be worronied, ond requires filing o petition to
lerminote porentol rights. The rigorous response should be directed to porenls or household members
who hove direct contoct with or unsupervised occess to the child.

r Support the DHS recommendotions to increose opportunities to oulomote child support oclivities.
Through eliminoting required withholding percentoges, outomoting recreotionol license suspensions
ond disconlinuing interest chorging on orreors child support processes con be outomoted ond more
efficient.

I Support the DHS recommendqtions to utilize odministrotive processes in child support where o court
order moy not be required. Utilizing qn odministrotive process for subsequenl income withholding ond
removol of unused medicol support will simplify ond expedite lhe processes.
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lnvestmenls in Technology
A technology infrostructure which ossures efficient odministrotion of publicly-funded humon services must be

developed.

MACSSA recommends:

r Supporting the Deporlmenl of Humon Services efforts to modernize humon services technology systems.

Updoting ihe stote's ogìng humon services technology infrostructure is esseniiql to effective
odminislrotion of progroms ond ochieving client oulcomes.

Aligning Funding wilh Oulcomes for Vulneroble Populqlions
Achieving expected oulcomes hos become increosingly difficult due to on unsustqinoble rate of growth in heolth
core ond long term core spending combined wiih decreosing Stote revenues. lnvestments must be strotegicolly
re-focused in progroms thot cost-effectively qchieve desired outcomes.

MACSSA reeommends;
p lnvesting in Child Welfore Services. Over the posf decode there hos been o reduction of $3ó million in

stote gronls lo counties thot support child welfqre work. ll is criticol for fhe stote To reinvest lo ensure thot

the stote ond counties ore odequotely resourced to protect vulneroble children.
¡ Resourcing stotewide exponsion of the lext messoge/new mediq suicide prevention service to ollow for

stotewide use ond more effective outreoch ond connection to youth of risk for suicide. Suicide rotes in

Minnesolo continue to be unocceplobly high omong oll oge groups ond the troditionol use of "hollines"
hos not oddressed the evolving melhods thof mony people, especiolly younger Minnesotons, use to reqch

out for help.

; Funding lrcnspcr'lction services thct cssure edr¡cclionc! slcbilif, for children in foster core. !t is often in the

best interests of o child to remoin in their home school district while in foster core. Currently, counties ond

school districts hove limited options for funding tronsportofion services to keep children in their home

district.

r lncreqsing occess ond funding for lhe Bosic Sliding Fee (BSF) childcqre qssistonce progrqm. Access to

childcqre is criticol for fomilies to mointoin self-sufficiency. Funding levels hove not been sufficient in this

progrom, ieopordizing the stotes' obilìty to move more fqmilies to economic siobiliiy.

r' Align child supporl cqlculqlion formulos to economic reolities to enhonce porenlol support for children.

Reolistic ond collectoble child support orders con be ochieved by imputing potenfiol income ot 
.l00% 

of the

Federal Poverty Guideline ond ot 30 hours per week.

For more informolion pleose conlocl:

Eric Rotlmonn, MACSSA Direclor
roizm onn@mncounliesprçt
651-789-4340

Ittin¡sora À¡¡æiatiorr ol Cou¡rty
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Administrative Simplification of Economic Assistance Programs 
 Simplification, uniformity and alignment of eligibility processes for income maintenance programs will 

enable counties to provide better service to clients, improve administrative operations and allow for 
more cost effective modernization of human services technology systems.   

 The Minnesota Legislature took a large step forward in 2014 by passing legislation that simplifies and 
aligns eligibility processes for the Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP), General Assistance 
(GA), Minnesota Supplemental Aid (MSA) and Group Residential Housing (GRH) programs. 

 MACSSA supports passage in 2015 of the recommendations of the DHS Program Uniformity and 
Simplification work group to simplify income and reporting requirements for economic assistance 
program recipients.  

Invest in the Child Protection System 
 The heightened public interest in Minnesota’s child protection system provides an opportunity for the 

state to build an enhanced model for protecting children. 

 In addition to looking at policy and practice, building a strengthened system will require resources.  
Over the past decade there has been a reduction of $36 million in state grants to counties that support 
child welfare work.  It is critical for Minnesota to reinvest to ensure that the state and counties are 
adequately resourced to protect vulnerable children.   

 MACSSA looks forward to working with the Legislature, Administration and stakeholders to examine how 
resources, policy, and practice can be strengthened to ensure Minnesota is best positioned to protect 
vulnerable children. 

Enhance Capacity for the Mental Health System 
 The Governor and stakeholders have declared 2015 the “Year of Mental Health,” in recognition of the 

need to address significant gaps in the state’s mental health infrastructure. 

 A shortage of adequate and affordable community housing, crisis beds and psychiatrists are just some 
of the many factors placing stress on the service delivery system at the local level. 

 As Minnesota moves towards a health care model, the role of counties as the local mental health 
authority and the significant county funding supporting the current system are issues that will need to be 
resolved. 

 MACSSA looks forward to working with the Legislature, Administration, and stakeholders to address 
critical gaps in the state’s mental health infrastructure. 

For more information please contact: 
 
Eric Ratzmann, MACSSA Director 
ratzmann@mncounties.org 
651-789-4340 
 
 

December 2014 

Minnesota Association of County Social Service Administrators 

2015 Legislative Priorities 

For the 2015 Minnesota Legislative Session, MACSSA has designated the following items as 
top priorities for the Association:   

mailto:ratzmann@mncounties.org
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