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Aitkin

County

Board of County Commissioners
Agenda Request

Requested Meeting Date: Juty 14,2015

Title of ltem: Dangerous Dog Hearing

1A
Agenda ltem #

Ø REGULAR AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA

INFORMATION ONLY

Action Requested: Direction Requested

Discussion ltem

Hold Public Hearing"

Approve/Deny Motion

Adopt Resolution (attach draft)
'provide copy of hearinçj notice that was published

Submitted by:
Undersheriff John Drahota

Department:
Sheriffs Office

Presenter (Name and Title):
John Drahota-U ndersheriff

Estimated Time Needed
20 minutes

Summary of lssue:
On 612112O15, Joann Oliver was served with a Dangerous Dog notice for he¡_dog "Theo". Oliver has requested a
hearing asking that the dangerous dog determinalion be reduced to Potentiäl.ly Dangerous.

Alternatives, Options, Effects on Others/Gomments:

Recom mended Action/Motio n :

Board's Discretion

Financial lmpact:
ls there a cosi assocrafed with this request? Yes Ø*,
What is fhe fofa/ cost
/s fhis budgeted?

and .$

Yes Please Explain:

Legally binding agreements must have County Attorney approval prior to submission.



AITKIN COUNTY ADMINISTRATION
Nathan Burkett, County Administrator

Aitkin .County Courthouse
217 Second Street N.W., Rm. 134

Aitkin,,MN 56431
218-927-3093

Fax: 218-927-7374

July 8, 2015

JoAnn Oliver
41845 244rh Place
McGregor, MN 55760

Dear Ms. Oliver:

Per your July 7th phone conversation wíth Nathan Burkett, County Administrator, the
July 14"' Dangerous Dog hearing in the Aitkin County Boardroom has been changed to
9:00 a.m.

The complainant will also be notífíed of the change.

lf you have any questions, please feel free to call.

Sincerely,

Åt^r-

Sue Bingham
Ad m in istrative Assistant

cc: Sheriff



AITKI N COUNTY ADM I N ISTRATION
Nathan Burkett, County Administrator

Aitkin County Courthouse
217 Second Street N.W., Rm. 134

Aitkin, MN 56431
218-927 -3093

Fax: 218-927-7374

June 24,2015

JoAnn Oliver
41845 244th Place
McGregor, MN 55760

Dear Ms. Olíver:

Your request for a hearing to contest the determination of dangerous dog was received
on Tuesday, June 23'd.

A hearing wíll be held on Tuesday, July 14th at 9:30 a.m. in the Aitkin County
Boardroom. At that time the Aitkin County Board, as the Animal Control Authority, will
hear your arguments. The complainant will also be ínvited to attend the hearing.

lf you have any questions, please feel free to call me.

Sincere ly,

Natha n urkett
County Administrator

cc: Sheriff



Aitkin Counfy Sheriffs Office
Animal Care and Control Program

JW2Ju$

nate: (g - )-r - rq rcR# 15')40I
DECLARATION OF O\ryNERSHIP AND REQUEST FOR HEARING

I Cenify that I am the owner or person claiming an interest in the animal(s) described on the Notice, and

D l, I request a hearing to contest the determination of a Dangerous Dog designation.

2)- My animal has been impounded and I request a hearing for the determination of whether
reasonable grounds for the impoundment exist.

3)- My animal has been impounded and I relinquish ownership of the impounded animal
described on the Impoundment Notice to the Aitkin County Sheriff s Office for
appropriate disposition by Animal Control. I hereby release the Aitkin County Sheriff s
Office, its employees, agents and Animal Control employees and agents from any and all
Iiability arising from the acceptance and disposition of the animal(s).

To the best of
any persons

SIGNATURE:

PRINTED N

ADDRESS:

the animal(s) nu, { , has not- (check one) bitten
(14)'clays.

r5Date

t S\
pHoNE: HOME: g\Í-?1a -c,o S-to woRK: ñt8-31,a{?ñ\Lp
DRIVER'S LICENSE #

THIS NOTICE MUST BE RETURNED BY PERSONAL DELIVERY OR MAIL AND RECEIVED
BY THE AITKIN COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE WITHIN FOURTEEN (I4) DAYS
FROM THE DATE THE DOG NOTICE WAS ISSUED TO RECETVE A HEARING BEFORE THE
ANIMAL CONTROL AUTHORITY.

Aitkin County Administrator's Office
217 2"d SfeetNV/, RM# 130

Aitkin, MN 56431
Phone: 218-927 -727 6

Revised 12-2012
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Status Approved
Report Type ICR Report
CIBRS Classification
Primary Officer John Novotny
lnvestigator None
Reported At 06121115 2A:59
lncident Date 06121115 2t:59
Incident Code Animal Complaint
Location 41643 244TH PL, MCGREGOR, MN 55760
Zane 27
Beat 38

Disposition Case Report Created
Dispo DatelTime 06121115 21:O2
Disposition Comments

Case Comments

Liz reporting that neighbors dog has come down on her property and killed 4 of their chickens

Dispatch lnformation

cFs # 2015003488
Location 41643 244TH PL, MCGRËGOR, MN 55760
lncident Code Animal Complaint
Oecured Between A6121115 2A:59:42 and

Assigned 21:t2:26 Enroute 21:54:42 On Scene 21 54:42 Gompleted 22:24:47

Reporters
NaMe SHORT, ELIZABETH ELEN
lnvolvement lnitialReporter
Sex Female
DOB 4t15t62
Address 41643 244T¡-l PL

MCGRËGOR, MN 55760
Report Time 06121115 20:59:42
How Reported
From Phone
Contact Phone (612) 991-31 16
Comments

Other Names
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Name
lnvolvement
Sex
DOB
Address

Home Phone
Home Phone
Cell Phone
Other Phone
Other Phone
Comments

OLIVER, JOANN LEAH
Mentioned
Female
4l9t7S
41845 244th Place
McGregor, MN 55760
(218) 551-1022
(218)768-2310
(218) 392-0056
(21 8) 670-0054
(218) 670-0858

Vehicles

CallDetails

Complainant

SHORT, ELIZABÊTH ELEN
Female, ÐOB 4115162

41643 244TH PL
MCGREGOR, MN 55760

Other

7818 - 78'18 - Potentially Dang Dog or Dangerous Dog -
Case was Exceptionally Cleared

OLIVER, JOANN LEAH
Fernale, DOB 4/9179

41845 244th Place
McGregor, MN 55760

(21 8) 591-1 û22 r <>:;:::
(21 8) 7 68-231 0 ;.ii:¡r'l
(218)392-t056 í-:i¡i:

(218) 670-0054 i)íi>+;
(21 8) 670-0858 i.;,i'¡;r

PropeÉy / Evidence

Dang Dog: 7818 - 7818 - Potentially Dang Dog or
Dangerous Dog - Case was Exceptionafly Cleared

Item #
15042401-OO1
15002401-OO2
1 5002401 -003
150ô2401-tA4
1 s002401 -005
1 5002401 -006
15002401-407

Category Type
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digital
Digitat
Digital
Digital

Status
tn Digital Files
ln DigitalFiles
ln Digital Files
ln Digital Files
ln Digital Files
ln Digital Files
ln DigitalFiles

Location Description
Digital Photo - dead chickens
Digltal Photo - field where chickens kifled
Digital Photo - field where chickens killed
Digital Photo - field where chickens killed
Digital Photo - field where chickens killed
Digital Photo - dog
Digital Photo - dog
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SCOTT A. TT;R}.ER
SI{ EIìIFF 0F AITKIN COIINT'Y
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Primary Report By John Novotny, A6121115 22:27

Case Report

Case #15002401

Typed By John Novotny

On 6-21-15 Elizabeth called to report Joann's had dog come down to her {Elizabeth's)property and killed 4
chickens. There were 4 juvenile meat birds that were killed. Elizabeth owns property on both sides of 244th Pl.
The chickens were free roamíng on Elizabeth's property across the street. I photographed the four dead birds and
the area where they were killed. Elizabeth values the chickens at $30 each.

Elizabeth had the dog in question in the cab of her pick up truck. The dog is a small breed black and white named
Theo. Elizabeth stated the dog has roamed down to her property in the past.

I delivered the dog to Joann. She claimed the dog as hers. She stated she had not been at home at the time the
dog ran away. She stated the dog ls still a puppy and "puppies run".

I photographed the dog and served her dangerous dog paperurork along with the definitions and hearing request
forms.

:.,:,,,ZU=RCHER Page 1 of 1



SCOTT A. TURI\ER
SHERIFF OF AITKIN COUNTY

2 l7 Second Street NW, Roorn 185

Aitkin. MN 56431

Telephone: 21 8-927 -2138
Toll Free: l -888-900-2138

Fax:2i8-927-7359

.lune 29.2015

Elizabeth Short
41643 244'n PÍ
McGregor MN 55760

RE: Dangerous Dog hearing, ICR l5-2401.

Dear N4s. Short,

On 6/21/2A15, you cotttacted our otÏce regarding an incident you hacl rvith your neighbor's dog.
You repoffecl that it had killcd 4 of your chickens. Based on the information provided to Deputy Novotny
regarding the incident, the dog's o\vner, JoAnn Oliver- was issued a Dangerous Dog nofice, r¡¡hich
detennined her dog, "Tlreo", to be a dangerous dog.

As part of clue proce ss, the ow'ner has requested a hearing on this ntatter to challerrge/contest the
Datrgerous Dog determination. Specifìcally, she is asking tJrat the Dangerous Dog cletermiuatiorl be
reduced to a Potentially Dangerous Dog determination. Thís letter is to inform you that a hearirrg clate
and time has been set before the Aitliin County Board, who is the hearing authority. The hearing date is
Tuesday, July l4t¡', 2015 at 9:30 a.m. in the Board Room of the Aifkin Càunry Cotirrhouse.

Your presetrce is not required but I encourage you to attend and provide personal input to the
County Board in otder to aid theur in rnaking their decisiou or'¡ this mafter. Without personaI input fi-orn
the victirn{s), the Board must rely upon testimony presented by the dog orvner and the ¡rolice report(s)
atld statement(s). I r.vould ask that you corltâct me prior to the hearing date to let me know rvhether you
plan on attending, I cau alsc¡ alìslver an;- questíons you may have. I can be leacl¡ecl clirect by calling 218-
921-7423.

S ince rely,

Jolrn Drahota
Undersheriff
ACSO
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TO: Name:

copy thereof.

f¿-)-t
Date

[ ] Check íf owner refused to sign

White Copy: County Auditor

re

or Caretaker

ICR#

AITKIN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
ANIMAL CARE AI.{D CONTROL PROGRAM

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

OF

DANGEROUS DOG
L eaa

Address:lt(qÇ > 'fvú /l^re //lC6.,ego-f
Phone #: ?f q 4q \- aö çb

4 ,l^rffif oetermined to be

ipt of a

rry4,,
rÇuo

Your dog,

a dangerous dog within the meaning of Minnesota statutes 347,s0 subd. 2

A dangerous dog must be registered pursuant to Minnesota Statute
347.51. Failure to register said dog within 14 days of this Notice may
result in confiscation pursuant to Minnesota Statute 247.54. Failure to
provide the safeguards required by Minnesota Statutes J4T.52is a
misdemeanor and may be punished by up to g0 days in jail and/or a fíne
of $1000.00,

The owner of a dangeroùs or potentiatly dangerous dog must have a
microchip implanted in the dog for identification pursuant to Minnesota
Statute 347.515. The name of the microchip manufacturer and the
identification number of the microchíp must be provided to the animal
control authority within 30 days of this notice" Failure to comply with the
microchip requirement is a misdemeanor and may be punished by up to
90 days in jail andlor a fine of $1000.00.

b's t- /ç b/¿
I have read and understand the contents of this notice and

Date

Yellow Copy: Owner Pink Copy: Deputy

Revised 7-2009
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dead chickens
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2AT4 Minnesota Statutes

Regulation of Dangerous Dogs

347.5Q DEFINITIO¡{S.

Subdivision 1.Terms.
For the purpose of sections 347.50 to 347.56, the terms defîned in this section have the
meanings given them.

Subd. Z.Ðangerous dog.
"Dangerous dog" means any dog that has:
(1) without provocation, inflicted substantial bodily ham on a human being on public or
private property;
(2) killed a domestic anirnal without provocation while otTthe owner's property; or
(3) been found to be poterfialiy dangerous, ancl after the owner has notice that the dog is
potentialiy dangerous, tire dog aggressively bites, attacks, or endangers the satèty of
humans or domestic animals.

Subd. 3.Potentially dangerous dog.
"Potentially dangerous dog" means any dog fhat:
(1) when unprovoked. inflicts bites on a human or domestic animal on public or private
propefiy;
(2) when unprovoked, chases or approaches a person" including a persôn on a bicycle,
upon the streets, sidewaiks, or any public or private propefty, other than the dog owner's
prûperty, in an apparent attitucle of attack; or
(3) has a known propetisity, tendency, or disposition to attack unprovoked, causing injury
or otherwise threatening the safety of humans or domestic animals.

Subd. 4.Proper enclosure.
"Proper enclosure" means securely contìned indoors or in a securely enclosecl and locked
pen or structure suitable to prevent the animal from escaping and providing protection
from the elements for the dog, A proper enclosure does not inciucle a porch, patio, or any
part of a house, garage, or other structure that woulcl allow the dog to exit of its or,vn
volition, or any house or structure in whích rvindows are open or in rvhich dool or
window screens are the only obstacles that prevent the dog fiorl exiting.



Subd. S.Owner.
"Owner" means any person, firm, corporation, organization, or clepartnent possessing,
harboring, keeping, having an interest in, or having care, custody, or control ofa dog.

Subd. 6.Substantial bodily harm.
"Substantial bodily harm" has the meaning given it uncler section 609.02. subdivi.sion 7a.

Subd. 6a.Great bodily harm.
"Great bodily harm" has tl're meatring given it under section 609.02_. su_bcl¡,is:ion I

Subd. T.Animal control authority.
"Animal control authority" means an agency of the state, county, municipality, or other
goverrunental subdivision of the state r,vhich is responsible for anirnal control operations
in its jurisdiction.

Subd. 8. Provocation.
"Provocation" means an act that an adult could reasonably expect may cause a dog to
attack or bite.

History:
1988c 711 s i ; 1989 c 37 s 3-5; 1994c550s1 lSo20û1 c 8art8s1¿1,1 2008 c 325 s2

347 .51 ÐAI\GEROUS DOGS; REGISTRATION.

Subdivision l.Requirement.
No person may o\,vn a datrgerous dog in this state unless the ilog is registered as provided
in thìs section.

Subd. 2. Registration.
An animal control authority shall issue a certiflcate of registration to the owner of a
dangerous dog if the owner presents sufhcient evidence that:
( i ) a proper enclosure exists tbr the dangerous clog and a posting on the premises with a
clearly visible warning sign that there is a dangerous dog on the properly, inclucling a
w'arning symbol to infonn children;
(2) a surety bond issued by a surety company aulhorized to conduct business in this state
in a form acceptable to the animal control authority in the sum of at least $300,000,
payable to any person injured by the clangerous dog, or a policy of liability insurance



issued by an ittsurance company authorized to conduct business in this state in the
amount of at least $300,000" insuring lhe owner for any personal injuries inflicted by tiie
clangerous dog;
(3) the owner has paicl an annual fee of not more than $500, in addition to âny tegular
dog licensing fees, to obtain a cerlificate of registration for a dangerous dog urder this
section; and
(4) the o\,vner has had microchip iclentification implanted in the dangerous dog as
reqnirecl uncler section 347 .515.

Subd. 2a. Warning symbol.
If an animal control authority issues a certificate of registration to the owner of a
dangerous dog pursuant to subdivision 2, the anirnal control authority must provide, for
posting on the owrrer's property, a copy of a warning symbol to infolm children that there
is a dangerous dog on the property. The waming symbol must be the uniforrn symbol
provided by the commissioner of public saf'ety. The commissioner shall provide the
number of copies of the'uvarning symbol requested by the anirnal control authority and
shall charge the animal control authority the actual cost of the warning symbols receivecl.
The animal control authority may charge the registrant a reasonable fee to co'u'er its
administrative costs and the cost of the u'arning symbol.

Subd. 3. Fee.
The animal control authority may charge the owner an annual fee, in addition to any
regular dog licensing fèes, to obtain a certifìcate of registration f'or a dangerous dog uncler
this section.

Subd. 3a.Dangerous dog designation review.
Beginning six months after a dog is declared a dangerous clog, an owner may request
annually that the animal control authority review the designation. The owner must
provide evidence that the dog's behavior has changed dne to the dog's age, neutering.
environinent, completion of obedience training that includes modifìcation of aggressive
behavior, or other factors. If the animal control authority finds sufficient evidence that the
dog's behavior has changed, the authority may rescind the dangerous dog designation.

Subd. 4.Law enforcement; exemption.
The provisions of this section do not apply to dangerous dogs used by law enforcement
off,rcials for police rvork.

Subd. S.Exemption.
f)ogs may not be declared dangerous if the threat, injury, or damage was sustained by a
person:



( I ) who was committing. at the time, a willfut trespass or other tort upon the prernises
occupied by the ownet of the dog;
(2) who r.vas provoking, tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog or who can be shown
to have repeatedly, in the past, provoked, tormented, abused. or assauited the dog; or
(3) who was committing or atternpting to commit a crime.

Subd. 6.
fRepealec{, 1Sp2Q0_l_c 8 art 8 s 30]

Subd. 7. Tag.
A dangerous dog registered under this section niust have a standardized, easily
identifiable tag identifying the dog as dangerous and containing the uniform dangerous
dog symbol, afhxed to the dog's collar at all times.

Subd. S.Local ordinances.
A statutory or home rule charter city, or a county, may not adopt an ordinance regulating
dangerous or potentially dangerous dogs based solely on the specific breed of the clog.
Ordinances inconsistent with this subdivision are void,

Subd. 9. Contrâcted services.
An animal contlol authority may çs*¿..ct with another political subdivision or other
pe¡son to provide the services reqr.rired under sections 347.50 to 347.565.
Notwithstancling any contract entered into under this subdivision, all fees collected under
sections 34_7 .50 to 347.54 shall be paid to the animal control authority and all certifìcates
of registration must be issued in the name of the animal conholauthority.

History:
1988 c 7Il s2; 19_89 c 37 s6-10; 1991 c 195 s l; 1.294 c 550 s2; 1997 c 187 art3 s 32;
lSp2001 c I art 8 s 16-18; 2008 c 325_s_i-7

347 .5I5 MICROCHIP TDENTTFICATION.
'lhe owner of a dangerous or potentially dangerous dog must have a microchip implanted
in the dog ior identification, and the name of the microchip manufacturer and
identification number of the microchip must be provided to the animai control authorit,r,.
If the rnicrochip is not implanted by the owner, it may be implanted by the animal control
authority. In either case, al.l costs related to purchase and irnplantation of the microchip
must be borle by the dog's owner.



Histary:
ISq2}AI c B art I s /9

347 .s2 IIANGEROUS DOGS; REQUIREMENTS.
(a) An owner of a clangerous dog shall keep the dog, whiie on the owner's property, in a
propel'enclosure. If the dog is outside the proper enclosure, the dog must be muzzled and
restrained by a substantial chain or leash and under the physieal restraint ofa responsible
person. The muzzle must be macle in a manner that will prevent the dog frorn biting any
person or animai but that tvill not cause injr.rry to the dog or interfere with its vision or
respiration.
(b) An owner of a dangerous dog must rener¿'the registration of the dog annually until the
dog is cleceased. If the dog is removed from the jurisdiction, it ¡nust be registered as a
dangerous dog in its new jurisdiction.
(c) An olvller of a dangerous dog must notify the aniinal control authority in writing of
the death of the dog or its transfer to a new location where the dog will reside within 30
ciays of the death or transfèr, ând must, if requested by the animal controi authority,
execute an affidavit under oath setting fortli either the circrunstances of the dog's death
and disposition or the complete name, address, and te lephone number of the person to
whom the dog has been transferred or the address where the dog has beert relocated.
(d) An animal control authority shall require a dangerous dog to be sterilizecl at the
owner's expense. If the owner does not have the anirnal sterilized within 30 days, the
animal cûntrol authority shall seize the dog and have it steriiized at the owner's expense.
(e) A person who owns a dangerous dog and who rents propefiy from another where the
dog will reside must disclose to the property owner prior to entering the lease agreement
and at the time of any lease renewal that the person owns a dangerous dog that will reside
at the properly.
(f) A person who transfers ownership of a dangerous dog must notify the new owner that
the animal control authority has identified the dog as dangerous. The cunent orvner must
also notify the animal control authority in writing of the transfer of ownership and
provide the animal control authority with the new Õw'ner's nanle, address, and lelephone
number.

History:
i988o7ll s3: 1Sn200lc8art8s20; 2008c325s8

347.53 POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS AND
DANGEROUS DOGS.
Any staiutorl,'or home rule chaner city, or any county, may regulate potentially
dangerous and dangerous dogs. Except as provided in section 347.51- s ivision 8.
nothing in sections 347.,5_Q to 347.565limits any restrictions that the local jurisdictions
may place on owners of potentially clangerous or dangerous dogs.



History:
1988 c 711 s 4; 1989 c 37--q 11;280&cj2fu_2

347.54 CONFISCATION.

Subdivision 1. Seizure.
(a) The animal control authority lraving jurisdiction shall immediately seize any
dangerous dog iÎ
(l) after 14 clays after the owner has notice that the dog is ciangerous. the dog is not
validly registered under section 347.51;
(2) after 14 days after the owner has notice that the dog is dangerous, the owner does not
secure the proper liability insurance or surety coverage as required under section 347.51.
subdivision 2
(3) the dog is not maintained in the proper enclosure;
(4) the dog is outside the proper enclosure and not under physical restraint of a
responsible person as required under section 347.52'. or
(5) the dog is not sterilized wiihin 30 days, pursuant to section 347.5?, paragraph (d).
(b) If an owner of a dog is convicted of a crime f'or r.vhich the dog w.as originally seized,
the court may order that the dog be confiscated and destroyed in a proper and humane
manner, and that the or¡mer pay the costs incuned in confiscating, confining, and
destroying the dog.

Subd. 2.Reclaimed.
A dangerous dog seized under subdivision I may be reclaimed by the owner of the dog
Llpon payment of impounding and boar'ding fees, and presenting proof to the appropriate
anirnal control authority that the requirements of sections 347.51 and347.52 willbe met.
A dog not reclaimed under this subdivision rvithin seven days may be disposed ofin a
rìanner permitted by law, and the owneÍ is liable to the animal control authority fbr costs
incurred in confining and disposing of the dog.

Subd. 3. Subsequent offenses; seizure.
If a person has been convicted of a misdemeanor for víolating a prot'ision of section
347.,51-.347.515. or 3Í7.52, and the person is charged with a subsequent violation
reiating to the same dog, the dog must be seized by the animal control authority having
jurisdiction. If the owner is convicted of the crime for which the dog was seized, the court
shall order that the dog be destroyed in a proper and humane manner and the owner pay
the cost of confining and destroying the animal. If the owner is not convicted and the dog
is not reclairned by the owler within seveÍl days after the owner has been notified that the
dog may be reclaimed, the dog may be disposed of as provided under section 35.7_!_.

subdivision. S.



History:
1988 c_71 I s 5; 1989 c 37_S_12; 2008 c 325 p_ 10,1 I



347.541 DISPOSITION OF SEIZEI} Ai\IMALS.
Subdivision 1. Hearing.
The owner olany dog declared dangerous has the right to a hearing by an impartial
hearing officer.

Subd. 2. Security.
A person ciaiming an interest in a seized dog may prevent disposition of the dog by
posting security in an amount sufficient to provide f-or the dog's actual cost of care and
keeping. The security mlßt be posted ,'vithin seven days of the seizure inclusive of the
date of the seizure.

Subd. 3. l{otice.
The autliority declaring the dog clangerous shall give notice of this section b¡u delivering
or mailing it to the owner of the dog, or by posting a copJi of it at the place where the dog
is kept, or by delivering it to a person residing on the property, and telephoning, if
possible. The notice must include:
(1) a description of the seized dog: the authority tbr and purpose of the dangeror.rs clog
declaration and seizure; the time, place, and circumstances under which the dog was
declared dangerous; and the telephone number and contact person where the dog is kept;
(2) a statement that the olvner of the dog may request a hearing conceming the dangerous
dog declaration and, if applicable, prior potentially dangerous dog cleclarations for the
dog, and that fàilure to do so within l4 days of the date of the notice will tenninare the
owner''s right to a hearing under this section;
(3) a staternent that if an appeal request is made within l4 days of the notice, the owner
must immediately comply with the requirements of section 347 .5?, paragraphs (a) and
(c). and until such time as the hearing olficer issues an opinion;
(4) a statement that if the hearing officer aff,rrms the dangerous dog declaration. the
owner will have l4 days from receipt of that decision to comply w'ith all other
requirements of section s 3 47 .5 1, 3 47 .5 1 5, and 34J.5? ;
(5) a form to request a hearing under this subdivision: and
(6) a statement tirat ali actual costs of the care, keeping, and disposition of the dog are the
responsibility of the persoil claiming an interest in the dog, except to the extent that a
court or hearing offìcer fìnds that the seizure or impoundment rvas not substanlially
justified by law.

Subd. 4. Right to hearing.
Any hearing must be held within 14 days of the request to determine the valiciity of the
dangerous dog cieclaration. The hearing officer must be an impartial ernployee of the
local govenment or an impartíal person retained by the local govern¡nent to conduct the



hearing. In the event that fhe clangerous dog declaration is upheld by the hearing oflcer,
actual expenses of the hearing up to a maximum of $ 1,000 will be the responsibility ol
the dog's owner. The hearing officer shall issue a decision on the matter within ten days
after the hearing. The decision must be delivered to the dog's owner by hand deiivery or
registerecl mail as soon as practical and a copy must be provided to the anintal control
authority.

History:
2008c325s12

347.542 RESTRTCTIONS.

Subdivision 1. Dog o\rynership prohibited.
Except as provided in subdivision 3, no person may own a dog if the person has:
(l) been convicted of a third or subsequent violation of section 347.51.347.515, or
347.52;
(2) been convicted of a violation under section 609,205, ctause (4);
(3) been convicted of a gross misdemeanor under section 609..226,Sgbd1yi5p¡fl-;
(4) been convicted of a violation under section 6_09.226. subclivìsion 2; or
(5) had a dog ordered destroyed under section 347 .56 and been convicted of one or more
violations of section 347.51,346.515,347"..52, or 609.226. subclivision 2.

Subd. 2. Household members.
If any member of a household is prohibited frorn orvning a dog in subdivision I, uriless
specifically approved with ol without restrictions by an animal control authority, no
person in the household is permitted to ou,n a dog,

Subd. 3. Dog orvnership prohibition reviely.
Beginning three years after a conviction under subdivision 1 that prohibits a person frorn
owning a dog. and annually thereafter, the person may request that the animal control
authority review the prohibition, The animal control authority may consicler such facrs as
the seriotsness of the violation or violations that lecl to the prohibition, any criminal
convictions, or other facts that the animal control authority deems applopriate. The
animal control authority ma¡, rescind the prohibition entirely or rescind it with
limitations. The animal control authority also may establish conditions a person must
meet before the prohibition is rescinded, including, but not limited to, successfuil¡r
completing dog training or dog handiing courses. If the anirnal coutrol authority rescinds
a person's prohibition and the person subsequently fails to comply with arry limitations
imposed by the animal control authority or the person is convicted of any anirial
violation involving unprovoked bites or dog attacks, the animal control authority may
permanently prohibit the person flom or.vning a dog in this state.



History:
2008c325s13

347.55 PENALTY.
(a) A person who vioiates a provision of section 347.5 l. 317 .515, or 347.52 ís guilty of a
misdemeanor.
(b) [t is a misdemeanor to remove a microchip from a clangerous or potentially dangerous
dog, to fail to renerÃ,¡ the registration of a dangerous dog. to fail to accollnt for a dangerous
dog's death or change of location where the dog will reside, to sign a false affrdavit with
respect to a dangerous dog's death or change of location r,vhere the dog r,vill reside. or to
fail to disclose ownership of a clangerous dog to a property o\,vner from whom the person
rents property.
(c) A person who is convicted of a second or subsequent violation of paragraph (a) or (b)
is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.
(d) An ownel' who violates section 347.542. subdivision I , is guilty of a gross
misdemeanor.
(e) Any household member who knowingly violates section 3_{7_.542. sub.dj"r,isjon 2, is
guilty of a gross misdemeanor.

History:
1988 c 71 1 s 7; lSp?001 c 8 art I s 21: 2008c325s14

347.56 DESTRUCTTOI{ OF DOG IN CERTAIN
CIRCUMST?\NCES.

Subdivision 1. Circumstances.
Notw'ithstanding sections i47.51 to 347.55, a dog may be destroyed in a proper and
humane manner by the animal control authority if tlie dog:
(1) inflicted substantial or great bodity irarm on a human on pubiic or private prope$y
without provocation;
(2) inflicted rnultiple biles on a human on pubiic or private property rvitlrout provocation;
(3) bit multiple human victims on public or private property in the same attack without
provocation; or
(4) bit a human on pubiic or private property without provocation in an attack where
more than one dog participated in the attack.



Subd. 2. Hearing.
The animal control authority may not destroy the dog until the dog owner has had the
opporlunity for a hearing before an impartial decision maker. The definitions in section
347.50 and the exemptions under section 347,51. sr.r-þ.di:¡igi!i.li_5., appLy to this section.

History:
lSp200i c8artBs22; 2008 c 25s15

347 .565 APPLICABILITY.
Sections 347.50 to 347.56 must be enforced by animal control authorities or law
enforcement agencies. whether or not these sections have been adopted into local
ordinance.

History:
2008c325s16


