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Aitkin
County

Board of County Gommissioners
Agenda Request

Requested Meeting Date: Nov. 10,2015

Title of ltem: Medicat Examiner Contract 2016

eÍ
Agenda ltem #

REGULAR AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA

INFORMATION ONLY

Action Requested:

l7l ooprove/Ðeny Motion

Direction Requested

Discussion ltem

Hold Public Hearing*Adopt Resolution (attach draft)
*provide copy of hearing notice that was published

Submitted by:
Sheriff Scott Turner

Department
Sheriff's Office

Presenter (Name and Title):
Sheriff Scott Turner

Estimated Time Needed:

Summary of lssue:

Michael B. McGee, M.D., Medical Examiner Contract tor 2016

Alternatives, Options, Effects on Others/Gomments:

Recommended Action/Motion :

Approve Michael B. McGee, M.D., Medical Examiner Contract for 2016

Financial lmpact:
ls there a cost assoc¡afed with this request?
What is the total cost, wj-.th tax and shipplng? $
/s fhrs budgeted? þlves LJto

Yes No

Please Explain:

Legally binding agreements must have County Attorney approval prior to submission.



JAMES P. RATZ
AIT(N COUNTYATTORNEY

217 SECOND STREET N.W., ROOM 231
AITKIN, MINNESOTA 56431

TEIEÞHONE (21 8' 927-7347
TOLL FREE 1 -s88422-7 3 47

FAX (218) 927-7365

SENIOR ASSISTANT COUNTY ATTORNEY
LISA ROGGËNKAMP RAKOTZ

ASSISIAI{Í COUNTY ATTORNEYS

SARAH WNGE
STEPHANIE SHOOK
NATHAN T. BEÑUSA

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

PARALEGALS

MICHELE J. MOTHERWAY
TAMMY K, MILLER

CRIME VICTIM COORDINATOR

JESSICA L. BROWN
TELE P HO N E (218' 927 -7 446

MEMORANDUM

Scott Turner, County Sheriff

James P. Ratz, County

November 41 2015

Review of Medical Examiner Agreement for 2016

I have reviewed the above-referenced Agreement and find it to be appropriate as to form.
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A.

P.A. CONTRA,CT AGREEMENT

Agreement entered into thÍs lst day of Januar¡r, 2016 by and be¡reen the County of
Aitkin, a political subdivision of the State of Minnesotå" and M.B. McGee, p.A. for the
serviees of Dr. Michael B. McGee, M.D- as Medicat Examiner of Aitkin County.

Relationship of Parties

Pursuant to County Board action that took place on and

B.

the authority of Minnesota Statutes Ch. 390, the board of Aitkin
County commissioners designates Dr. Michael B. McGee as Medical
Examiner for Aitkin County, hereinafter'The Medical Examiner."

It is agreed that nothing contained in the Agreement is intended or should
be construed as creating the relationship ofco-partners, joint venhres or
an association or an empþer/employee relationship between Aitkin
Countyand Dr. Mchael B. McGee, M.B. McGee, P.4., or their employees
ordesignee. M.B. McGee, P.4., is an independent contactor, and neìther
it, its officers, agents or employees shall be considered agents or
representatives of the Corurty. The County is interested only in the results
to be achieved. The ma¡merand means of conductingthe works a¡e under
the control of the Medical Examiner, except to t.he extent they are limited
by statute or regulation and the express terms of this Agreement None of
the benefïts provided by the County to its employees, including without
limitation, unemployment insurance, workers' compensation insurance,
retirement and defened compensation plans, vacation and sick leave, are
available from the County to the Medical Exarniner, M.B. McGee, p.4., or
the employees, agents or conüactors of either. No civil service status shall
atfach to the Medical Exanriner, Medical staff, agent ofcontactors of the
Medical Examiner or M.B. McGee, P.A. and the County shall make no
deductions frs¡¡ srms payable under the temrs of this Agreement for state
or federal incorne taxes, FICA, PERA or otherpayroll t¡.pe deductions
which a¡e associated with an employer-employee relationship.

Personnel

The Medical Examinerwill designate Dr. Kelly Mills, Dr. Vicror
Froloffand D¡. Butch Huston to assist in performing the conûact and
shall be under tle control and supervision of the Medical Examiner. Dr.
Mills" Dr. Froloffand Dr. Huston shall not be considered employees of the
County, nor have a contactual relationship with the County. The County
shall bc notified prior to the effectivc date of any changes thereto.

The non-medical personnel necessary to support the Medical Examiner in
the performance of his duties under this Agreement shall be provided
through the County SheriFs Deparhent. The compensation, benefits,

II.

A.

B.
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ilI.

A.

a¡rd other terms of employment of these non-medical personnel shall be
deterrnined and paid solely by the county.

Scope of Duties

The Medical Examiner shall be responsible for conducting a modem
medico-legal investigative system for Aitkin County applying the
standa¡ds of the National Association of Metfical Examiners, as they
may be amended from time to time. The Medical Examiner shall
periodically consult with the County Attorney's Office, police agencies,
and others concerned with forensic pathology to review procedures and
formats for preparing medical reports and protocols. The Medical
Ëxaminer shall perform all duties imposed by Minnesota Statutes Chapter
390, as well as the duties imposed by other stâtutes applicable to the
Medical Exanriner's activities. The Medical Examiner shall testis, as
required, at inquests, hearings and trials.

The Medical Examiner shall be responsible forthe final determination of
the cause and manner of death, and the signing of certificates attesting the
cause and manner of death. During the temporary absence of the Medical
Examiner, a qualified peßon designåted by the Medical Examiner may
make the final detennination of death, and sign a certificate attesting to the
cause and manner of death.

The Medical Examiner shall be entitled to perform other gainfüI activitíes
which do not interfere with the performance of his duties hereunder.

Compensation

All payments made under this agreement for services rendered by or at the
designationof Dr. Michael B. McGee, M.D. shall be made to M.B.
McGee, P.A.

The County will be responsible for the payment foreach complete autopsy
or external examination performed by Dr. Michael B. McGee, M.D., or
his assistants, as the Medical Examinerpu¡suant to this agteement and
billed to Aitkin Counry upon completion ofeash exa¡nination in
keeping with the past practice of the County Medical Exarniner's Office.

Compensation for the services under this contact shatl be $250.00/month
plus the following on a per service basis: (l) complete forcnsic autopsy
with basic toxicology, at approximately $2,000, andp) external
examination with basic toxicology at approximatety $1000.

B.

c.

C.
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Additionall¿ the county will be responsible for court related preparation i
son$rltation and out of office charges, billed on an hourly basis of
$300/hr., including navel to and from Aitkin County in order
to provide testimony in legal proceedings arising out of the duties of
the Medical Examiner.

F¡ciliSies

The facility, together \ryith all the necessary equipmeu! the supplies, shall
be the responsibility of Dr. Michael B. McGee. It is represeniJd by Dr.
Michael B. McGee and understood by the County that Ramsey County
Morgue shall be available to Dr. Michael B. McGee for the performance
ofthis agreement.

Insurance and Indemnifi cation

M.B. McGee, P.A. agrees to indemniry and hold hannless the Counfy of
Aitkin, its officials, employees and agents from any and all liability,
loss or d*"ge, that the County of Aitkin, its officials, employees and
agents may suffer as a result of claims, demands, costs ofjudgments,
including without limitation reasonable attorney's fees arising out of the
provision ofprofessional services by Dr. MÍchael B. McGee, M.D., as the
Medical Examiner of Aitkin county pursuant to Minnesota ståtutes
Ch. 390, provided, however, thatthis indemnification shall be limited to
the extent of such claims, demands, costs or judgments, including, without
limitatiorU reasonable attorney's fees are covered by iraurance.

The County of Aitkin agrees to indemniry and hold harmless M.B.
McGee, P.4., Dr. Michael B. McGee, M.D., its and their agents, officers
or employees from any and all liability, loss or damæq iÇ he, its agents,
officers or employees may suffer as a result of claims, demands, costs or
judgments, including without limitation reasonable attorney's fees,
arising from the Medical Examiner's or his agents' performance of his or
their duties r¡nder this Agreement.

M.B. McGee, P.4., shall obtain and keep in effect the following insurance
coveftrge:

l) CornprehensiveGeneralLiabilitylnst¡rance:

(a) Minimum Combined Single Limit
$2,000,000 per occurrence
$4,000,000 aggregate

(a) The fotlowing coverage must be specifically insured
and certified with no internal sublimits.

vI.

A.

B.

C.
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Independent Conüactors' Contingent
Liabilþ
Products/Cornpleted Operations Liability
Contractual Liability
Personal Injury Liability including claims
related to employment and coverage (a)
through (e).
Broad Form Property Damage Liability, or
deletion of the "Care, Custody and Control"
Exclusion
Aircraft Liability (if applicable)
Watercraft Liabilif (if applicable)

(b) The Contractual Liability is to be either on a blanket basis
for all written and oral contacts or specifically endorsed to
acknowledge the contract between the insured and the
County.

2. Professional Liability Insurance

Minimum Limits
$2,000,000 per occrurenae
$4,000,000 aggregate

Automobile Liabilþ fnsurance on Vehicles Ownedby M. B.
McGee, P.4., orMichael B. McGee, M.D., Kelty Mills, M.D,,
Victor Froloü M.D., or Butch Huston, M.D.

D. All certificates of insurance shall provide thatthe insurance company shall
give the county thirry €0) days prior w¡itten notice of cancellation, non-
renewal ot any rnaterial changes in the polícy.

E. The above subparagraphs establish the minimum insurance requirements,
and it is the sole responsibility of M. B- McGee, P.A. to purchase and
maint¿in additional insurance that may be necessary in connection with
this contact.

F- The Medical Exa¡niner shall provide a certificate of insurance to the
county in a form acceptable to Aitkin county. All insurance policies
shall bs submitted to the County upon written request.

G- Nothing in this contrâct shall constitute a waiver by the county of any
statutory limits or exceptions on liability.

I

2.
3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

J
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VII. Transportation

A. Transportation of the deceased bodies from Aitkin County to the Ramsey County
Morgue shall be the responsibility of Aitkin County.

Vm. Miscell¡neousProvisions

The Medical Examiner and all the members of the Medical Staffmust be
licensed to practice in Minnesota, with the Medical Examiner holding
certification by the Americarr Board of Pathology.

At the termination of thís Agreement, the Medicat Examiner shall retum
all files, records and objects related to cases completed, or in progress, to
the County upon written request.

Term and Termination

This agreement shall continue foraperiod ending December 31,2016 unless
terminated sooner pursuant hereto.

This Agreement may be terminated by either party on forty-five (45) days
written notice to the other-

This Agreement may be renewed on an annual basis upon agreement of both
parties.

Erfire Agreement, ModÍlTcafíon

lt is understood and agreed that the entire Agreement of the parties is
contained herein, and that this Agreement supersedes all oral agreements
and negotiations between the parties relating to the subject rnatter hereof,
as well as any previous Agreements presently in effect between the parties
relating to ttre subject rnatter hereof.

A.

B.

IX.

A.

B.

C.

X.

A.

B. This Agreement shall be altered, varied, modified or amended only in
vniting duly executed by the parties and attached hereto.
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(datÐ

COTTNTY OF AITKIN

Aitkin County Board Chair

Aitkin County AdminisFator

Michael B. Mc0ee,M.D.
Medical Exa¡niner

M. B, McGee, P.A.

M. B. McGeg President

(dat€)

(datÐ

(datÐ


