
Aitkin
County

Board of Gounty Commissioners
Agenda Request

Requested Meeting Date: November 14,2017

Title of ltem: Fire Protection Contract with Ball Bluff

J.H
Agenda ltem #

ø

REGULAR AGENDA

CONSENÏAGENDA

INFORMATION ONLY

Action Requested:

7l ooprove/Deny Motion

Direction Requested

Discussion ltem

Hold Public Hearing*Adopt Resolution (attach draft)
*provide copy of hearing notice that was published

Submitted by:
Kirk Peysar, County Auditor

Department:
County Auditor

Presenter (Name and Title):
Kirk Peysar, County Auditor

Estimated Time Needed:
nla

Summary of lssue:

Approve and authorize signatures to the 2018 Fíre Protection Contract for the Unorganized Towns of 51-22,52-22, and
52-24 with Ball Bluff Township/Jacobson Volunteer Fire Depadment.

Alternatives, O ptions, Effects on Othe rs/Com m ents :

Recommended Action/Motion :

Approve and authorize signatures to the contract with Ball Bluff Township for 2018

Financiallmpact: fV
ls there a cost assocrafed wíth this request? lVl Yes

What is the total cost, wj![!ax and shippþg? $ as attached

/s lhrs budgeted? þ1v"" LJto Please Explain:

No

Legally binding agreements must have County Attorney approval prior to submission



Kirk Peysar
Aitkin County Auditor

209 Second Street Northwest Room 202
Aitkin, Minnesota 56431

218.927.7354

November 6,2017

To: Board of Commissioners

From: Kirk Peysar, County Auditor

Re: 2018 Fire Protection contract with Ball Bluff Township

Ball Bluff Township has submitted a renewal contract to provide fire protection to the 3
neighboring unorganized townships. The allocation of frre protection costs ate as

follows: 5l-22 $149.84; 52-22 $12,043.00; and 52-24 $1,369.29.

Request to authorize signatures to the 2018 Fire Protection contract with Ball Bluff
Township for the unorganized townships.
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J¡cobson VoEunteer Fire Departmenå
Fiduciary Agcnft B¡ll Bluff Township

Fire Protection Agreement
with Aitkin Coun$ ['iduciary Agent for;
Unorg. Townships z 5L42, 52-22, 52-24

Effectlve .Ienuary l, 2{}18

This agreement made and entered into by and between the Jacobson Volunteer Fire Department, ifl th€
Township of Ball Bluff, in the CounS of , ,itkin in the State of Minnosota and the Townships of 5l-22,52-22,
52-24, a township of the ecunty of Aitkin i¡r the State cf Minnesota.

WHEREAS, the Townships of 5 I -22, 52-22,52-24 desircs tl¡e services of the Jacobson Volunteer Fire
Department in case of fïres occurring in 5l-22,52-22" 52-24 Townships as well as the emergency medical
services of the Jacobson Volunteer Fire Departrnent lst R.esponders in ease of a medical emergency, and

\ryHEREAS, the Township of Ball Eluffmaintains a volunteer fire department with emergency medical
response capability, which department is available to provide fìre protection and emergency medioal response
services to properties located in the Townships of 5 1-22, 52-22, 52-24, and

TËEREFORE, it is agreed by and between said parties as follows:
1. The Jacobson Volunteer Fire Department shall provide fire protection and emergency medical response

services to those properties in 51-22, 52-22,52-24 Township lying within thc areas outlined in red on the

attached map. Such fire protection and emergency medícal response servicos shall be provided from
January 1,ZCItr8 through llece¡nber 31r 20L8 with the existing and any newly-obtained fire, medical
equipment, apparatus and with mernbers of the Jacobson Volunteer Fire Departnent.

2. Jacobson Volunteer Fire Ðepartment agrees to provide fire protection and emrergency ancdical respoiæe

services as described above to 51-22,52-22,52-24 Townshåp in exchange for payment of the portion of the
budget that would be equal to the portion af 5l-22,52-22,52-24"e tax capacity in relation to the t¿x
capaoity ofthe fire deparhnents total eoverage area. The porÉËons are rs follows 51-22 $342s9É,52-22
$12.043.00, 52-24 Stã12J;9, which will provlde cover¡ge from J¡nuery É, 2018 to December 31,2018.
Payment arrangements should be made with the clerk of Ball BluffTownshåp (fiderciary agent ofthe
Jacobson Volunteer Fire Department), 68368 198ù Ave., Jacobson, MN 55752.

3" The Jacobson Volunteer Firr Department's obligation to provide fire protection service and ernergenoy
medical response shall be subject to the following:

a. If road and weather conditions at the time of tho call are such that the fre/rnedical run cannot be made
with reasonable safety to men and equipment, and the decision of the Fire Chief or his Assistant or
Captains in charge shall be final in such matter, no obligation arises under this agreement on the part
of the Jacobson Volunteer Fire Department to answer such call.

b. In the event that a sufficient amount of the fire fighting/medìcal equipment and nurnber of volunteer
firemen, or both, arc committed at the time of which another fire call comss in from the dispatcher of
Aitkin Count¡i, in the sole judgment of the Fire Chiot his Assistant or Captains, to fighting pre-
existing fires or attending pre-existing medical emergeneies, so as to rendor the available equipmcnt
and manpower inadequate to answer a fire or medical eall from the dispatchor of,Aitkin County, no
obligation shall arise under this agreement to answer such call. A pre-existing fire/medical emergency
for the purposes of this agreement shail be a fire/medical emergency to which the Jacobson Volunteer
Fire Departrnent is called previous to receiving the caÉl ßom the dispatcher of Aitkin County and
which fire is still being fought or medical emergonoy is still being attended to by the Jacobson
Volunteer Fire Department at the time the caÊl from the dispatcher of Aitkin eounty is received.
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c. In the event a fire call is answered by the Jacobson Volunteer Fire Department, but before the fire in
question is extinguished, the fre fighting equipment or volunteer fuemen, or both are needed to fïght
another fire in the Jacobson Fire Departrnents fire district to protect property in the Jacobson Firo
Deparfinents fire distict from a fire, the Chief or his Assistant Chief or Captains without liabilþ
therefore to any person or to the Jacobson Volunteer Fire Department or Township of Ball Bluffunder
this agreement, may in theirjudgment rocall the fire equipment and firemen to another emergency for
the purpose of fighting the fire in the fire dishict" The judgment of the Fire Chíet Assistant Chief or
Captains shall be frnal and no person or party shall have recourse against the Townships or fire
deparknent for any damages or losses resulting from such action or decision.

d. The frrst Responder's protoools for medical response units receiving medical direction ftom Med-l
Ambulance Service Inc., Minnesota Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board, Minnesota

Statutes 1448.27 subd. 5: Tho lst responders from the Jacobson area and ofthe Jacobson Volunteer

Fire Deparfinent responds in the geographical are licensed to Med-l Inc. and their mutual aid area.

4. The parties aeknowledge the fact that the Jacobson Volunteer Fire Department may enter into similar
contraçts with other townships, and acknowledge that the Jacobson Volunteer Fire Department has entered

into mutual aid conbaots with other Fire Deparbnents in other municþlities, and that a fire call under any

suoh contract preceding a call in the Township could be a valid and reasonable basis for the decision of the

Fire Chief, Assistant Chief or Captains in refusing to answer a fire oall in the Township.

5. Dccai¡sc tlie Jaoobson Volunteer Fire Department has heretofore entered into mutual assistance fire fighting
agreements with other municipalities possessing fire fighting equiprnent and firemen, which equipment and

firemen could be called by the Chiet Assistant Chief or Captains to a fire in the Township, the Township

agrees to pay such additional cost as may be inourred thoreby if the sole judgment of the Chief, or his

Assistant Chief or Captains, such additional fire fighting equipment and firemen are needed to fight a fire
in the Township and are in faot called to such fire by the ehief, or his Assistant Chief or Captains.

6. Ball BluffTownship shall appoint one person from its board to sit on the Jacobson Volunteer Fire
Departrnent Budget Committee to assist in preparing the following year's fre department budgot and

attend their monthly fire deparnnent meetings.

7. Townshþ contracted with the Jacobson Volunteer Fire Department is invited to send representatives to the

Jacobson Volunteer Fire Department meetings and Ball BluffTownship meetings. The Jacobson

Volunteer Fire Department business meeting is held the first Thursday of each month. The Township of
Ball Bluffrnoets the second Tuesday of eaoh month.

\sIN WHEREOÍ'

Township

Chairman

Township Clerk

hereunto set their hands and seals this of

Township of Unorgam Êzed 5l-22, 52-22, 52'24

Chairman
byby

[.'

Attest:
Clerk


