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AGENDA 
 
THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT WILL ASSEMBLE FOR A HEARING OF APPEALS 
FROM THE AITKIN COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE ON January 3, 2024 AT 4:00 P.M. 
IN THE AITKIN COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER BOARD ROOM, 307 SECOND 
STREET NW, AITKIN, MN 56431. THE FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS WILL BE 
REVIEWED.  
 
1. Call the meeting to order. 
2. Roll call. 
3. Approve the agenda for the January 3, 2024 Board of Adjustment meeting. 
 
4. Election of officers for the 2024 Board of Adjustment 

• Election of Chairperson 
• Election of Vice Chair 
• Election of Secretary 
• Appointment of BOA member to the Planning Commission 

 
 
Old Business: 
 
5. SUSAN WARD, 14232 TAMARACK ST NW, ANDOVER, MN 55304, is requesting a 
variance from the required 75 foot ordinary high water level setback on a general 
development lake (Minnewawa) to a setback distance of 70 feet to construct a 1344 square 
foot residence, in an area zoned shoreland. W 100 FT OF LOT 3 LESS S1410 IN C. T. 
#1088, Section Twenty-eight (28), Township Forty-nine (49), Range Twenty-three (23), 
Aitkin County, MN. 
 

APP-2023-000499 
 

New Business: 
 
6. RICHARD MATTSON, 52805 LOON AVE, MCGREGOR, MN 55760, is requesting a 
variance from the required 15 foot property line setback to a setback distance of 10 feet for 
a mound septic system, in an area zoned shoreland. LOT 35 BIG SANDY LAKE 
HIGHLANDS FIFTH ADDITION. Section Thirty-four (34), Township Fifty (50), Range 
Twenty-three (23), Aitkin County, MN. 

 
APP-2023-001336 

 
 
 

 
7. Approval of minutes, December 6, 2023. 
8. Adjourn. 
 

AITKIN COUNTY ZONING 
 



12/11/23, 9:22 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=209414#approval-results 2/8

Property Location

Property:

Property Location Legal Description
Property
Attributes

Owner
Information

Tax Payer
Information

Parcel
Number

Property
Address

Township
or City
Name

Legal
Description Plat Name

Section-
Township-
Range

Lake
Class

Lake
Name

Owner
Name(s)

Taxpayer
Name(s)

32-1-
061900

52805 Loon
Ave
MCGREGOR,
MN 55760

TURNER
TWP

LOT 35

BIG SANDY
LAKE
HIGHLANDS
FIFTH
ADDITION

S:34 T:50
R:23

GD
BIG
SANDY
LAKE

MATTSON,
RICHARD M

MATTSON,
RICHARD M

Driving directions to the
proposed project from Aitkin:

Take Lake Ave South off Hwy 65 to Loon Ave. Turn left going approximately 1 Mile to property on the left.

Is the above parcel located in
the Shoreland Zoning
District?

Yes
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Detailed Narrative

Enter a Detailed Narrative (If
you have a prepared narrative
please state "See attached"
and
attach the document below):

Variance for septic absorption area to be 10 feet from West Property Line to allow room for a driveway on this 50 ft. lot.
Have spoken with the neighbor and he is OK with this.

Provide the Ordinance(s) and
the Section(s) of the
Ordinance(s) from
which you are requesting a
variance:

lot line setback

Are you requesting a variance
to a road right-of-way setback
in one of these Townships?
Fleming, Glen, Lakeside,
Pliny, Shamrock, Wagner

No

Supplemental Data

Attach completed form here: File 1:  supplemental-data.pdf

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1444/46897/supplemental-data.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1444/46897/supplemental-data.pdf


12/11/23, 9:22 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=209414#approval-results 4/8

A Scaled Drawing or Survey

Scaled Drawing or Survey
Checklist:

Location and dimensions for all lot lines.
Location and dimensions of all existing and proposed structures/additions.
Location and depth of all existing and proposed wells within 100 feet of the property.
Location and dimensions of all existing and proposed septic system components (septic tank, septic drainfield).
Location and dimensions of all existing and proposed driveways, road right-of-ways, and easements.
If topography is unusual, show elevations and location of bluffs, steep slopes, wetlands, etc.
Indicate all setback distances for items listed above: ordinary high water level of lakes or rivers, lot lines, road right-of-ways, etc.

Attach a Scaled Drawing or
Survey:

File 1:  2577_001.pdf

Side Profile Sketch of the Structure

Attach a side profile sketch of
your proposed structure or
addition here (if applicable):

File 1:  2577_001.pdf

Certificate of Septic Compliance

Please attach a copy of one
of the following:
- A current compliance
inspection on the existing
septic system.
- A design for a
new/replacement septic
system.

File 1:  23-209B_Wendy_Gamache_Type_III_Septic_Design_Aitkin_Co..pdf

File 2:  23-209_Wendy_Gamache_Aitkin_Co._SSTS_Management_Plan.pdf

File 3:  23-
209_Wendy_Gamache_Operating_Permit_Aplication_Aitkin_Co..pdf

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1445/46899/2577_001.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1445/46899/2577_001.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1446/46899/2577_001.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1446/46899/2577_001.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1449/46885/23-209B_Wendy_Gamache_Type_III_Septic_Design_Aitkin_Co..pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1449/46885/23-209B_Wendy_Gamache_Type_III_Septic_Design_Aitkin_Co..pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1449/46883/23-209_Wendy_Gamache_Aitkin_Co._SSTS_Management_Plan.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1449/46883/23-209_Wendy_Gamache_Aitkin_Co._SSTS_Management_Plan.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1449/46884/23-209_Wendy_Gamache_Operating_Permit_Aplication_Aitkin_Co..pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1449/46884/23-209_Wendy_Gamache_Operating_Permit_Aplication_Aitkin_Co..pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1449/46884/23-209_Wendy_Gamache_Operating_Permit_Aplication_Aitkin_Co..pdf
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Shoreland Performance Worksheet

Complete the Shoreland
Performance Worksheet and
attach here:

File 1:  shoreland-performance.pdf

Standard Erosion Control Plan

Attach the completed
Standard Erosion Control
Plan here:

File 1:  2577_001.pdf

Property Deed

Attach the property deed(s): File 1:  AITKIN_COUNTY_-_REC-REAL_EST_-_4440405136.pdf

Terms

General Terms

The landowner or authorized agent hereby certifies that to the best of their knowledge the application and supporting documents are a factual representation of the
proposed project. The landowner or authorized agent agrees that, in making application, the landowner grants permission to Aitkin County, at reasonable times, to
enter the property to determine compliance of the application with applicable Local, County or State Ordinances or Statutes. It is the applicant's responsibility to
contact other Local, County or State agencies to ensure the applicant has complied with all relevant Local, County or State Ordinances or Statutes.

Submittal of the above materials does not always constitute a complete application. Other information may be necessary to complete the application based on the
type of request and onsite inspection.

I acknowledge that by submitting this application, the application and its attachments are public information.

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1447/46900/shoreland-performance.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1447/46900/shoreland-performance.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1448/46899/2577_001.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1448/46899/2577_001.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1450/46898/AITKIN_COUNTY_-_REC-REAL_EST_-_4440405136.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/209414/1450/46898/AITKIN_COUNTY_-_REC-REAL_EST_-_4440405136.pdf
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Invoice #59083 (12/07/2023) Expected Payment Method: Pay Online - Card or ECheck

Charge Cost Quantity Total

Recording Fee added 12/07/2023 10:09 AM

$46 Flat Fee
$46.00 x 1 $46.00

Variance added 12/07/2023 10:09 AM

$650 Flat Fee
$650.00 x 1 $650.00

Grand Total

Total $696.00

Payment 12/07/2023 $696.00

Due $0.00

Results (Go to top)
Signature accepted
Failed to send Variance Ready for Action notification to:

Approvals

Approval Signature

Applicant Wendy Gamache - 12/07/2023 10:30 AM
7fccad07f4da13ef4109b71ed87f7ab0

1af8bcca48295c43ea91ca984e8b3e77

#1 Admin Kim Burton - 12/11/2023 9:22 AM
d2d06219ea5c8b951218d057365992a0

5c5b4e613a635e97a03f8d7b66dc9d10

#2 Board of Adjustment  

Public Notes

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/admst/notify.php?id=123
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Text:

File(s):

Admin Checklist

This review has been started
by:

Kim Burton

Zoning District of project
location:

Shoreland

Project located in the
floodplain?

No

Is the parcel a Lot of Record
before 1-21-92 or have

alternate sites been
identified?

Yes

Is this an after-the-fact
application?

No

Numbers
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 Current Number Next from Sequence

UID # 209414 not applicable

App. # App-2023-001336 ««««   App-2023-001341

Permit # ««««   2023-1194

Print View
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PART I: SUPPLEMENTAL DATA TO VARIANCE APPLICATION 
Aitkin County Environmental Services 

307 Second St. NW, Room 219, Aitkin, MN 56431 
Phone: 218.927.7342 Fax: 218.927.4372 

www.co.aitkin.mn.us 

Note: Place an “X” by each item below that applies to your variance request. Then, fill out only the
applicable following section(s) that apply, as directed. If a section does not apply to your request,

leave it blank.  

What is the reason(s) for applying for the variance? Place an “X” by each applicable item. 

___ Setback issues for a proposed new structure: Complete Section 1 

___ Setback issues for an alteration to an existing nonconforming structure: Complete Section 2 

___ Setback issues for a septic system: Complete Section 3 

___ Land alteration: Complete Section 4 

___ Creating a lot not in conformance with the minimum Ordinance standards: Complete Section 5 

___ Other: attach separate sheet explaining variance request  

Section 1 – New Structure(s) 
Check all that apply and fill in requested information: 

___Basement ___One Story Level 
___Crawlspace ___Story-and-a-Half Level 
___Walk-out Basement ___2nd Story Level 

Proposed # of Bedrooms ____         Proposed Structure Height ____ ft. 

Existing Total Building Coverage ____%     Proposed Total Building Coverage ____% 

Existing Total Impervious Surface Coverage ____%   Proposed Total Impervious Surface Coverage ____% 

 “Building Coverage” means the ground surface covered by any building or appurtenance, including, but not 
limited to, decks, platforms, overhangs and projections therefrom, outdoor furnaces, fishhouses, sheds, carports, 
lean-to’s, or any similar building. –as per the Aitkin County Shoreland Management Ordinance. 

“Impervious surface coverage” means any structure, facility or surface that sheds water including structures and 
facilities, sewage treatment system absorption areas (equal to 190 sq.ft./bedroom), retaining walls, and 
roadway surfaces and parking areas. Impervious surface does not include eaves of two feet and less. – Per the 
Aitkin Count Shoreland Management Ordinance. 

Itemized square footage of proposed structure(s): 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.co.aitkin.mn.us/�
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Check the item(s) from which you are requesting a variance and fill in the proposed setback distance. * Setbacks 
are measured to the nearest point on a structure which can be the eave overhang or an attached deck/platform. 

 
Proposed Structure Type (indicate with or without living quarters)_____________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____ Ordinary High Water Level (OHWL) Proposed Setback ______ ft. 
_____ Property Line Proposed Setback ______ ft. 
_____ Road Right-of way __ Twp  __ Co.  __ State Proposed Setback ______ ft. 
_____ Bluff Proposed Setback ______ ft. 
_____ Other: _________________________________ Proposed Setback ______ ft. 
 

 

 

Section 2 – Alteration(s) to Existing Nonconforming Structure(s) 
Check all that apply and fill in requested information: 

Existing Structure Proposed Addition(s) 
___Basement  ___Basement  
___Crawlspace ___Crawlspace 
___Walk-out Basement ___Walk-out Basement 
___One Story Level ___One Story Level 
___Story-and-a-Half Level ___Story-and-a-Half Level 
___2nd Story Level ___2nd Story Level 
 
Existing Structure Height ____ ft. Proposed Addition(s) Height ____ ft. 
Existing # of Bedrooms    ____ Final # of bedrooms after remodel ____ 
Existing Building Coverage ____% Proposed Building Coverage ____% 
Existing Total Impervious Surface Coverage ____% Proposed Total Impervious Surface Coverage ____% 

“Building Coverage” means the ground surface covered by any building or appurtenance, including, but not 
limited to, decks, platforms, overhangs and projections therefrom, outdoor furnaces, fishhouses, sheds, carports, 
lean-to’s, or any similar building. –as per the Aitkin County Shoreland Management Ordinance. 

“Impervious surface coverage” means any structure, facility or surface that sheds water including structures and 
facilities, sewage treatment system absorption areas (equal to 190 sq.ft./bedroom), retaining walls, and 
roadway surfaces and parking areas. Impervious surface does not include eaves of two feet and less. – Per the 
Aitkin Count Shoreland Management Ordinance. 

Itemized square footage of proposed structure(s): 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Check the item(s) from which you are requesting a variance and fill in the proposed setback distance. * Setbacks 
are measured to the nearest point on a structure which can be the eave overhang or an attached deck/platform. 

Proposed Alteration Type ______________________________________________________________________  

_____ Ordinary High Water Level (OHWL) Existing Setback ______ft. Proposed Setback ______ ft.  
_____ Property Line Existing Setback ______ft. Proposed Setback ______ ft. 
_____ Road Right-of way __ Twp  __ Co.  __ State Existing Setback ______ft. Proposed Setback ______ ft. 
_____ Bluff Existing Setback ______ft. Proposed Setback ______ ft. 
_____ Other: ___________________________ Existing Setback ______ft. Proposed Setback ______ ft. 
 

Section 3 – Septic System 
Check the item(s) from which you are requesting a variance and fill in the proposed setback distance.  

_____ Ordinary High Water Level (OHWL) Proposed Setback ______ ft. 
_____ Property Line Proposed Setback ______ ft. 
_____ Road Right-of way __ Twp  __ Co.  __ State Proposed Setback ______ ft. 
_____ Bluff Proposed Setback ______ ft. 
_____ Other: _________________________________ Proposed Setback ______ ft. 
 

Section 4 – Land Alteration 
What is your land alteration? Check all categories that apply and indicate the total amount of excavation or 
placement of fill. 
_____More than 10 cubic yards on steep slopes and                            
_____shore and bluff impact zones. 

Total Cubic Yds. ____________ 

_____Other:________________________________ Total Cubic Yds. ____________ 
 
 

 

Section 5 – Creating Nonconforming Lot(s) 
Check the item(s) from which you are requesting a variance and fill in the proposed dimensions. 

_____ Property Width Proposed Property Width _________ 
_____ Property Area Proposed Property Area    _________ 
_____ (2) Standard Septic Sites  
_____ Legal Access  
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Subsurface Sewage Treatment System Management Plan 

Property Owner:_____________________________ Phone:____________________ Date:_____________ 

Mailing Address:_____________________________ City:______________________ Zip:______________ 

Site Address:________________________________ City:______________________ Zip:______________ 

 
This management plan will identify the operation and maintenance activities necessary to ensure long-term 
performance of your septic system. Some of these activities must be performed by you, the homeowner. Other tasks 
must be performed by a licensed septic service provider. 

My System needs to be checked   
every __________ months. 

(State requirements are based on MN Rules Chapter 7080.2450, Subp. 2 & 3) 

Homeowner Management Tasks 
Leaks – Check (look, listen) for leaks in toilets and dripping faucets. Repair leaks promptly. 
Surfacing sewage – Regularly check for wet or spongy soil around your soil treatment area. 
Effluent filter – Inspect and clean twice a year or more. 
Alarms – Alarm signals when there is a problem. Contact a service provider any time an alarm signals. 
Event counter or water meter – Record your water use. 

-recommend meter readings be conducted (circle one:     DAILY     WEEKLY        MONTHLY) 
 

Professional Management Tasks 
� Check to make sure tank is not leaking 
� Check and clean the in-tank effluent filter 
� Check the sludge/scum layer levels in all septic tanks 
� Recommend if tank should be pumped 
� Check inlet and outlet baffles 
� Check the drainfield effluent levels in the rock layer 
� Check the pump and alarm system functions 
� Check wiring for corrosion and function 
� Check dissolved oxygen and effluent temperature in tank 
� Provide homeowner with list of results and any action to be taken 
� Flush and clean laterals if cleanouts exist 

 
“I understand it is my responsibility to properly operate and maintain the sewage treatment system on this property, utilizing the 
Management Plan. If requirements in the Management Plan are not met, I will promptly notify the permitting authority and take 
necessary corrective actions. If I have a new system, I agree to adequately protect the reserve area for future use as a soil treatment 
system.” 
 
Property Owner Signature: _______________________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

Designer Signature: _____________________________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

See Reverse Side for Management Log 

System Designer: check every __________________ months. 
Local Government: check every __________________ months. 
State Requirement: check every ________36________ months. 

Wendy Gamache 218-391-3058 10/31/2023

10 Farmstead Rd Esko MN 55733

52805 Loon Ave. McGregor MN 55760

12
12 12

Owner ---->
Owner ---->

10/31/2023



Maintenance Log 

Activity Date Accomplished 
Check frequently: 
Leaks: check for plumbing leaks           
Soil treatment area check for surfacing           
Lint filter: check, clean if needed           
Effluent screen: if owner-maintained           
Water usage rate (monitor frequency ______)           
Check annually: 
Caps: inspect, replace if needed           
Sludge & Scum/Pump           
Inlet & Outlet baffles           
Drainfield effluent leaks           
Pump, alarm, wiring           
Flush & clean laterals if cleanouts exists           
Other:________________________________           
Other:________________________________           

 

Notes:______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mitigation/corrective action plan:________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Aitkin Co Operating Permit Required Follow Aitkin Co. Operating permit requirements.

Check alarm at least once a year. Pump Tanks at least once every 3 years.

Mow Mound Area at least once a year to keep brush and trees from growing

No Traffic on mound area, No Snowmobiles, No ATV's, No Parking.



GPD Event counter
Once a Month
or when present

Send Report to
Aitkin Co. 
Once a year

Owner will read event counter once a month or when present. Owner will send monthly readings report to 

Aitkin co. or the inspector ONCE A YEAR. 

Wendy Gamache 32-1-061900

52805 Loon Ave. McGregor Mn 55760

218-391-3058

lot 35 Big Sandy Lake Highlands 5th Add.

Type III because mottles at 8" and on compacted soils.

Type III 2 Bedroom Mound  36" washed sand under Rockbed.
Rockbed is 6' x 42' 

300



GPD Read Event Counter Once a month or when present

Calibrate pump out gallons

Measure pump tank and calculate

gallons pumped out per event
Calibrate system when installed and in
operation. Check calibration number

at 1st year inspection and every one after 

Report monthly readings to Aitkin Co.

Or inspector 

Keep records of monthly readings Once a year submitt report to Aitkin Co. 

Have system Inspected 

L-1347

Jeff  Brummer (218) 821-070414650 Agate Ridge Rd Brainerd MN 56401

300

10/31/2023



Jeff Brummer Wendy Gamache

Wendy Gamache 52805 Loon Ave. McGregor Mn 55760

Mailing 10 Farmstead Rd

Esko MN 55733



Owner ---->
Owner is respondsible for monthly event counter readings



At time of Certification of Compliance Installation

To be Determind at time of service

At 1st inspection and every one after

Wendy Gamache Jeff Brummer

10/31/2023

Brummer Septic LLC. 218-821-0704

14650 Agate Ridge Rd Brainerd MN 56401

brummerseptic@gmail.com



Wendy Gamache

52805 Loon Ave. McGregor Mn 5576032-1-061900

Mottles at 8" and on compacted soils.

Type III 2 Bedroom Mound  36" washed sand under Rockbed.
Rockbed is 6' x 42' 



AITKIN COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES-PLANNING & ZONING 
307 Second Street NW, Room 219
Aitkin, Minnesota 56431 
PH: (218) 927-7342 
FX: (218) 927-4372 
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PART VI: VARIANCE APPLICATION 

“Aitkin County Shoreland Performance” Worksheet 
Instructions: 

Are you applying for a variance from the Aitkin County Shoreland Management 
Ordinance? If so, you must complete the “Aitkin County Shoreland Performance”
sheet. This is used as an attempt to evaluate your property and project as it relates to 
the required setbacks and the intent of the Ordinance to protect water quality, habitat 
and aesthetics. Your project will receive a ranking/score that relates to a “percentage” 
of compliance with the Department of Natural Resources guidelines and Aitkin County 
Ordinances.  

STEP 1: Determine the level of non-conformance and score by completing 1-5 
on the worksheet. The actual setback will be multiplied by the corresponding 
‘score multiplier’ to determine your “Pre-mitigation Lot Score”.

STEP 2: Review the mitigation options and circle those that you would be 
willing to implement as a condition of your variance. See letters A-J.

*As a note, if you will be creating a buffer zone or other landscape project as part of 
your mitigation plan, please be prepared to present an approved plan to the Board of 
Adjustment. Although not familiar with specifics of the “Aitkin County Shoreland
Performance” worksheet, the Aitkin County Soil & Water Conservation District [SWCD] 
(218-927-7284) and the University of Minnesota Extension Master Gardeners
(218-927-2538) may be resources that would be able to provide you with planting 
suggestions and landscaping ideas.

STEP 3: A final score is determined by adding your “Pre-mitigation Lot 
Score” with your “Mitigation Total”. Please note, the property should obtain a 
score of 100 or more to meet performance standard requirements.

After a practical difficulty has been determined, the Board of Adjustment may use the 
“Aitkin County Shoreland Performance” sheet submitted with your application and/or 
use their own completed sheet to attempt to mitigate impacts to the water-body and/or 
adjoining properties. 

If you have any questions, please contact Aitkin County Environmental Services – 
Planning & Zoning at (218) 927-7342.
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 AITKIN COUNTY SHORELAND PERFORMANCE 
(Structure Placement Guidance) 

 
A property should obtain a score of 100 or more to meet performance standard requirements. A conforming lot is assigned 
a score of 100.  A lot is deemed conforming when the structure meets the required setbacks to the protected water as 
specified in the Aitkin County Shoreland Management Ordinance (SMO). A structure that fails to meet this definition is 
considered non-conforming. 
 

To determine the level of non-conformance and score (See Reference Table): 
1) Determine the DNR classification of the protected water on the lot (SMO-4.13 & 4.14) .......................  1:    
2) Determine the required “Structure Setback” to that classification of water (SMO 5.2) ..........................  2:   
3) Determine the “Actual Setback” of the structure by measuring the closest part of the structure to the 

protected water, bluff, right-of-way, property line, etc. for which a variance is sought...........................  3:   
4) Enter the corresponding ‘Score Multiplier’ .............................................................................................  4:    
5) Pre-mitigation ‘Lot Score’:  Determine the percentage of the encroachment as it relates to the 

standard setback by multiplying the Actual Setback with the ‘Score Multiplier’ (Note: round to the 
nearest whole number) ..........................................................................................................................  5:   

 

Reference Table: Performance Multipliers for structures, septics, bluff, and sidelots in Aitkin County.  

Protected Waters Type  
 (DNR Classification;  
 SMO 4.13-4.14) 

Required 
Structure 
Setback 

Score 
Multiplier 
Structures 

Required 
Septic 
Setback 

Score 
Multiplier 
Septic 

Score 
Multiplier 
Bluff  

Score 
Multiplier 
Sidelot  

General Development Lake 75’ 1.333 75’ 1.333 (30’ setback) 
 
 
 

3.33 

(10’ setback) 
 
 
 

10.000 

Recreational Development Lake 100’ 1.000 75’ 1.333 

Natural Environment Lake 150’ 0.667 150’ 0.667 

Mississippi River 150’ 0.667 125’ 0.800 

Tributary Stream 100’ 1.000 75’ 1.333 

Forested Stream 150’ 0.667 100’ 1.000 

Remote Stream 200’ 0.500 150’ 0.667 
 

Mitigation: To bring a non-conforming structure to a score of 100 the landowner conducts and maintains one or more of the below listed 
mitigating activities: 

A) Zone A(1): Plant and/or maintain a 12.5’ wide natural vegetated buffer zone adjacent to the OHW 
and record deed restrictions to maintain vegetation in its natural state, prohibit mowing or vegetation 
removal.*  Water access as defined in the Shoreland Management Ordinance is allowed (Section 

5.31.B.2.c)..............................................................................................................................................  15 points 
Zone A(2): Plant and/or maintain a 25’ wide natural vegetated buffer zone adjacent to the OHW and 
record deed restrictions to maintain vegetation in its natural state, prohibit mowing or vegetation 
removal.*  Water access as defined in the Shoreland Management Ordinance is allowed (Section 

5.31.B.2.c)..............................................................................................................................................  30 points 
B) Zone B: Plant and/or maintain an additional 12.5’ wide natural vegetated buffer zone between Zone 

A landward.  Record deed restrictions to maintain vegetation in its natural state, prohibit mowing or 

vegetation removal.*  A ten-foot (10’) access path is allowed. ..............................................................  20 points 
C) Zone C: Plant and/or maintain an additional 12.5’ wide natural vegetated buffer zone between Zone 

B landward.  Record deed restrictions to maintain vegetation in its natural state, prohibit mowing or 

vegetation removal.*  A ten-foot (10’) access path is allowed. ..............................................................  10 points 

D)  Construction of rain garden(s) to Wisconsin DNR Manual specifications…………………………………   20 points 
E)  Removal of all other structures that do not meet the standard building setbacks, including            

     water oriented structures………………………………………………………………………………………..    20 points 

F) Removal of impervious surfaces to at least half ordinance limits (SMO 5.52.A) ...................................  10 points 
G) Removal of fill all placed in historic wetlands and guarantee of no future wetland fill recorded on 

deed .......................................................................................................................................................  10 points 

H) Re-vegetate bluff or steep slopes* and provide screening of structures from the lake. ........................  10 points 
I) Diversion of all water runoff from impervious surfaces away from the lake into retention ponds, 

subsurface drains, wetlands, etc. with no outlet to the lake or tributary ................................................  10 points 
J) Existing conditions may apply on the property that warrant credit .......................................... To be determined by P&Z 
 

Final Score = Pre-mitigation Lot Score (Line 5)    + Mitigation Totals (Lines A-I)   =   
 

*Note: Plant materials for vegetative buffers shall be native to northern Minnesota.  For every 5,000 square feet of buffer area, there shall be a 
minimum of four types of trees, six types of shrubs, seven forbs, and three grasses planted to achieve a one plant per square foot minimum 
coverage.  Survival of all plants must be guaranteed for a minimum of 5 years 

 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
  Board of Adjustment Chairperson                     Applicant 
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AITKIN COUNTY SHORELAND PERFORMANCE 

(Example) 
 

Y 

Z 

Zone C 

Zone B 

Zone A 

Beach / Lake 
Access 

Recreational Development Lake (RD) 

Road right-of-way (ROW) 

Wetland Fill 
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