
Temporary Food Stand Questions and Answers 

 
We hope the following questions and answers will clear up some confusion and answer questions that 
you may have, but if in doubt please call or email us. This list is not exhaustive. 
 

We continue to work with licensed facilities such as VFWs, American Legions, hotels/motels, civic 
centers and other places that commonly host special events to ensure that these events held in their 
facilities are properly licensed. If you represent such a facility, we welcome and encourage you to 
download and print extra copies of the Aitkin County Temporary Food Service License Application to 
provide to groups that want to use your facility. 
 
NOTE: The following information is only for food/beverage-related special events. 

 

My event is being held at a facility that already has a license. Why do I need a special event 
license? 

The license held by an establishment only applies to that establishment's own operations and 
employees. If another group is using the facility to provide food to the public, that 
establishment's license does not cover that group and a special event license is required.  

If the event is hosted at a licensed establishment and if the food is purchased, prepared and 
served by the establishment's regular staff, no special event license is required.  

How do I know if I need a Temporary Food Stand license? 
Consider the following questions. If you are serving food or beverages of any sort and can 
answer "yes" to any of these questions, you need a special event license. 

 Is the event advertised to the public by way of flyers, newspaper ads, mailings, radio, 
television or other public notice? 

 Is the food being purchased by you or the group responsible for the event? 

 Is the food being prepared by you or the group responsible for the event? 

 Is the food being served by you or the group responsible for the event? 

For events taking place entirely on faith-based owned property.  
Special events taking place on faith-based (church, synagogue, mosque, etc.) property are 
exempt from Minnesota food code and licensing requirements. We do not license or inspect 

special events taking place on church property.  
 

For events taking place on faith-based property by other groups. 
If an event takes place at a faith-based property, but the special event is not being conducted 

by the faith-based organization, yes a license is required.  For example, if a local football team 
wants to host a pancake breakfast fundraiser at a local church, a temporary food stand license 
is required.  

 
For events not selling the food. - giving it away at no charge. 

Anyone providing food to the public needs to be licensed to do so, regardless of whether the 
food is given away or sold.  

 
For events by invitation only and not open to the public. Do we still need a license? 

In this case, no. Private functions such as graduations, wedding receptions, bar mitvzahs, Cub 
Scout potlucks and the like, where the guests are specifically invited and the event is not open 
to the public, do not need to be licensed.  

 
For events at facilities with a Minnesota Department of Agriculture License. 

If an event takes place at a facility that is licensed through the Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture, a temporary food stand license is not required from Aitkin County. Grocery stores, 

bakeries and most convenience stores are licensed through the Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture.  


